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Senior pupils at Balfron high
learn a lesson in getting a job
In May 2019 senior pupils at Balfron High School learned a
valuable lesson on how it takes more than qualifications to
get a foot on the job ladder.
Over 300 pupils from S4, 5 and 6 took part in a skills event
organised as a collaboration between the school, 23 local
businesses from a number of sectors, and DYW Forth
Valley designed to help prepare them for leaving school.
Sessions were designed around developing the type of soft
skills that businesses repeatedly tell us are important in
their workplaces, such as good communication, teamwork
skills, presentation skills, goal setting and the importance of
understanding personal values.
"Personal awareness of your skills, of your own work ethic
and attitude, as well as understanding how to communicate
this to an employer, is something young people aren’t
prepared for, and don’t get much of a chance to practice."'

Rachael Dorman, DYW Forth Valley Programme Coordinator.
Having qualifications, is one small part of the journey to a
positive post-school destination. All partners were delighted
to be involved in these sessions with many of them returning
to support further employability activities aimed at providing
pupils with a better understanding of the world of work and
pathways into their businesses.

‘Interview prep' should be a
qualification in itself. Before this
session I didn't realise how the
process worked, I’ve learnt so much,
I now feel much more prepared for
when I have an interview."

S5 Pupil

Feedback from pupils showed they found the interactive
nature of the event engaging, and that they learned new
things about themselves that they have planned to develop
further over the course of this year.
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